
 

 

2021 Point in Time Count 

Subpopulations 

56 veterans 
(11% of adults) 

118 chronically 
homeless individuals 
(21% of PIT count) 

Race & Ethnicity 

 
Black/African  
American 
 
 

White 

 
Asian/ 
American Indian/ 
Multiracial 
 
 

Hispanic or  
Latino 
(any race) 20% 

Household Type 

 
Single 
Adults 
 
 

Persons 
In families 

21% 

Where people were sleeping Gender 

Age 

46 domestic violence 
survivors 

(9% of adults) 

23% 

6% 

4% 
79% 

      What is the Point In Time Count? 

The Southeastern Virginia Homeless Coalition (SVHC) conducted a Point in Time Count of sheltered persons 

experiencing homelessness on January 27-28, 2021. This annual, 24-hour Count provides a “snapshot” of 

what the level of need is on a certain day. The Count covered the 6 jurisdictions that comprise the SVHC: 

Chesapeake, Norfolk, Franklin, Suffolk, Isle of Wight County, and Southampton County. The SVHC did not 

conduct an Unsheltered Count due to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the 2021 Count identified 564 

persons experiencing homelessness across the SVHC service area.  This is a 26% decrease from the 2020 

Count of 709 persons, and may be attributed to the limited capacity restrictions in place at congregate 

shelters due to the pandemic. 

2021 highlights are below: 

71% 
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Point in Time 

Count 

2020 

Results 

SVHC 

2021 

Results 

SVHC 

Change: 

SVHC 

20-21 

2021 Results 

Norfolk 

2021 Results 

Chesapeake 

2021 Results 

Western 

Tidewater 

Total Number of Persons 709 564   381 123 60 

2020 Total Number of 

Persons 
709 -- --    

Number Sheltered 644 564   381 123 60 

Number Unsheltered** 65 0   0 0 0 

Number of Adults 593 488   344 95 49 

Number of Children 116 76   37 28 11 

Number of Families* 50 38   17 13 8 

Number of Persons in 

Families* 
171 118   56 42 20 

Number of Unsheltered 

Families** 
0 0   0 0 0 

Number of Unsheltered 

Children** 
0 0   0 0 0 

Number of Adult Only 

Households 
537 434   318 81 35 

Number of Persons in 

Adult Only Households 
538 446   325 81 40 

Number of Unsheltered 

Persons in Adult Only 

Households** 

65 0   0 0 0 

Total Number of Persons 

in Households with only 

Children 

0 0   0 0 0 

The following tables provide the full 2021 Point in Time Count results. 

*Number of families and persons in families includes households with at least one adult and one child. 

** The SVHC, with approval from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), did not conduct an Unsheltered Count during 
the 2021 Point In Time Count out of an abundance of caution for health safety due to COVID-19 exposure surges, lack of staff capacity, and lack of 
volunteers. 
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Point in Time 

Count 

2020 

Results 

SVHC 

2021 

Results 

SVHC 

Change: 

SVHC 

20-21 

2021 Results 

Norfolk 

2021 Results 

Chesapeake 

2021 Results 

Western 

Tidewater 

Total Number of 

Chronically Homeless 

Individuals 

53 118   94 22 2 

Total Number of 

Chronically Homeless 

Families 

0 2   0 2 0 

Total Number of 

Persons in Chronically 

Homeless Families 

0 9   0 9 0 

Total Number of 

Veterans 
59 56   51 2 3 

Total Number of 

Female Veterans 
2 10   8 0 2 

Total Number of 

Parenting Youth 
10 5   1 0 4 

Total Number of 

Unaccompanied Youth 
25 15   7 4 4 

Total Number of Adults 

Fleeing Domestic 

Violence 

48 46   27 14 5 

Total Number of Adults 

with a Substance Abuse 

Problem 

38 37   33 3 1 

Total Number of Adults 

with a Serious Mental 

Illness 

75 90   77 11 2 

Total Number of Adults 

Living with HIV/AIDS 
9 11   10 0 1 
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Point In Time Count Trends: 2013-2021 

In 2021, the SVHC saw the lowest Point in 

Time Count in 8 years.  This is probably due 

to the circumstances created by the COVID-

19 pandemic, resulting in: 1) reduced 

capacity at several shelters, 2) the addition 

of hotels acting as emergency shelters for 

those who may otherwise have been 

identified as homeless, and 3) the inability 

for the SVHC to safely conduct an 

Unsheltered Count.  
The number of veterans experiencing 

homelessness in the SVHC service area has 

steadily decreased since 2017.   
 

The number of chronically homeless persons 

increased dramatically in 2021, which mirrors 

a trend across the US.  Additionally, WellSky 

(The Hampton Roads Homeless Management 

Information System vendor) updated the logic 

in their reports to account for “aging in to 

chronically homeless” for single clients. This 

resulted in an increase in the number of 

clients falling into the chronically homeless 

category. 
 

The good news is that the pandemic has 

afforded the community to take advantage of 

longer shelter stays, and provide longer-term  

case management, as well as increasing 

healthcare services to clients in shelters. 

The number of domestic violence survivors 
identified during the PIT Count has steadily 
decreased since 2015.    
 

However, in 2021, there were 90 persons 
reporting a serious mental illness, which is 
the largest number since 2013. 
 

The number of persons reporting a 
substance abuse problem decreased 
steadily but rose slightly in 2021.   
 

The number of adults living with HIV/AIDS 
has remained relatively constant, with 11 
persons in 2021. 


